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Tuesday May 9

8:30 am Registration Opens

9:15- 10:15 am Welcome/ Setting the Stage 

10:15- 10:45 am Break

10:45 am-12:15 pm Workshop Session I 

12:15- 1:45 pm Lunch/ Key Note Dr. Renee Boyneton- Jarrett 

2- 3:30 pm Workshop Session II

3:45- 5:15 pm Workshop Session III

5:30- 7:30 pm  Film Screening & Facilitated Discussion: Resilience  

Wednesday May 10

8:30 Breakfast / Registration Opens

9- 10:30 am Workshop Session IV

10:30- 11 am Break
11 am - 12:30 pm Workshop Session V 
12:30- 1:45 Lunch/ Pannel Discussion 

2- 3:30 Workshop Session VI 
3:45- 4:15 Closing 

TENTATIVE AGENDA

About our Sponsor

The 2017 New York State Child Abuse Prevention Conference is co-presented by our partner in prevention, 
the New York State Office of Children and Family Services/Children and Family Trust Fund. Please be 
aware, the opinions, results, findings, interpretations and recommendations presented at this conference do 
not necessarily represent the opinions, interpretations, policy or recommendations of the Office of Children 
and Family Services.
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The New York State Child Abuse Prevention Conference inspires and equips participants with skills and 
strategies to strengthen families, prevent child abuse and ensure the healthy development of children.  
Prevent Child Abuse New York offers workshops that focus on advancing the knowledge, skills and expertise 
of practitioners in today’s complex environment through the lens of addressing root causes of maltreatment.  
Presentations engage the audience and leave participants with new skills and learning they can immediately 
put to use in their organizations, homes and communities.  The conference is co-presented by the New York 
State Children and Family Trust Fund and the New York State Office of Children and Family Services.

Attendees include service providers, program supervisors and administration, representing a variety of 
roles, skills and education levels from a variety of sectors including child and family serving programs, 
health promotion, early childhood programs and advocates, as well as parents and other caregivers.  The 
work of these providers gives strength to the children and families they serve and inspires action in their 
communities.  They work in varied settings including parenting education, family support, child abuse 
prevention, intervention and treatment, early childhood education, domestic violence, health care, mental 
health, legal services, child protective services, schools and in the home, as parents.

Prevent Child Abuse New York believes that we must address the root causes of abuse—these are 
the factors that contribute to stress and unhealthy manifestations of pressure and tension.  We have 
recently released a series of position papers, grounded in research, to emphasize the importance of 
addressing the causes of child abuse:
			   - Prevent Abuse by Focusing on Adverse Childhood Experiences
			   - Prevent Abuse by Providing High Quality Child Care 
			   - Prevent Abuse by Creating Economic Stability 
			   - Prevent Abuse through Home Visiting 
			   - Prevent Abuse by Ensuring Adequate Housing 
			   - Prevent Abuse through Primary Prevention Initiatives 
			   - Prevent Abuse through Preconception Planning 

Until we are able to address and mitigate these root causes of abuse and reduce stressors on families, 
we will never have meaningful impact on the vast numbers of children suffering from maltreatment.

About the conference
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PLENARY SESSION SPEAKERS

Renée Boynton-Jarett is a practicing primary care pediatrician at Boston Medical Center, a social 
epidemiolgist and the founding director of the Vital Village Community Engagement Network. Through the 
Vital Village Network, she is supporting the development of community-based strategies to promote child 
well-being in three Boston neighborhoods. She joined the faculty at Boston University School of Medicine 
in 2007 and is currently an Associate Professor of Pediatrics. She received her AB from Princeton University, 
her MD from Yale School of Medicine, ScD in Social Epidemiology from Harvard School of Public Health, and 
completed residency in Pediatrics at Johns Hopkins Hospital. She is a nationally recognized for expertise 
in the role of early-life adversities as life course social determinants of health. She has specific interest 
in the intersection of community violence, intimate partner violence, and child abuse and neglect and 
neighborhood characteristics that influence these patterns. She was honored by the Massachusetts Public 
Health Association with the Paul Revere Award for outstanding impact on public health in 2015 and she is 
featured in the signature hour of ”The Raising Of America” documentary series.

Renée Boynton-Jarett, MD. Practician at Boston 
Medical Center 

Bias - both implicit and explicit - and it’s impact on service delivery.
Participants to be announced

A diverse panel of professionals will share their experiences and insights on the impact of bias on support-
ing strong families.  Participants will have the opportunity to examine their own belief systems and deepen 
their understanding of how their interactions and work with families is affected.  Audience members will 
have the opportunity to participate through a question and answer period.
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PLENARY SESSION & WORKSHOPS

WORKSHOP SESSION I 
Tuesday, May 9, 10:45 AM- 12:15 PM 

A	 Understanding the Relationship of Psychological            	
	 Distress and Living with a Minor Child for Opioid-		
	 Misusers

Jeffrey Trant, Doctoral Student and Graduate Research 
Assistant, University at Albany School of Social Welfare

This workshop will provide participants with an overview of 
current research on the relationship of psychological distress and 
opioid misuse within the context of families. Participants will learn 
to differentiate between the factors associated with psychological 
distress where there is a caretaker of a minor who misuses opioids 
versus those who do not misuse. Current evidence and research 
will be translated into direct practice areas that staff members 
from home visiting programs can utilize with their clients. Practice 
implications for engagement, working with resistant families, 
assessment, service planning, and collaborative goal setting will 
be presented to help participant’s increase their knowledge about 
working with the growing number of families who are affected by 
opioids. 

B	 Transgender Gender Youth and Complex Trauma: A 	
	 Case Study of Change via the Use of Sensory-based, 	
	 Creative and Expressive Techniques

Estela Andujo, Clinical Associate Professor, University of 
Southern California

Children in foster care often struggle with a variety of issues, 
ranging from compromised attachment, grief, loss, and 
neurological impairments. Using an in-depth case study of a 
child who has experienced loss and trauma, this presentation 
will demonstrate the power of individual and clinical healing 
via the use of empirically driven techniques such as art, sand 
play and mindfulness. Participants will learn how to apply 
varied expressive techniques to assist children with grief and 
loss.

C	 Family Engagement and Empowerment with Math & 	
	 Movement

Suzy Koontz, Founder and CEO of Math & Movement (M&M)

This highly interactive workshop connects brain science with 
programming that meets a wide range of family needs. This 
presentation will give participants specific tools to engage 
families in early education – at school and at home. It will teach 
participants how to create events that bring new learning to 
children, their parents and communities.

D	 Link Between Early Childhood Education Systems 		
	 and Supporting Strong Families

Gregory Brender, Co-Director of Policy and Advocacy, Starting 
Strong

The session focuses on the recommendations in Starting 
Strong: The Settlement House Vision for New York City’s 
Comprehensive Early Childhood Education System.  Settlement 
Houses offer early childhood education as part of a multi-
service, multi-generational neighborhood approach.  As such, 
they have developed innovative ways to link early childhood 
education with other family supports.  Starting Strong looks 
at how these programs have operated under New York City’s 
Early Learn initiative, which sought to make a seamless system 
combining Head Start and child care and ways to improve the 
system.

E	 Fundamentals of ProTactile, the DeafBlind Way

Sarah Morrison, Consultant, Protractile Connects; Rhonda 
Voight-Campbell, Project Specialist, ProTactile Connects

ProTactile, the DeafBlind Way, will begin with an introduction 
to its philosophy, culture, and language. This workshop will 
emphasize approaches that are culturally appropriate within 
the DeafBlind community, dismantling old views towards 
the concept of tactile communications and providing a more 
optimistic insight on the concept of presence/connection.

F	 Impacts of Homelessness on Children and Families

Maria O’Connor, Assistant Director, Marillac Family Center

Homelessness has a great impact on a child’s physical and 
emotional health.  St. Catherine’s Center for Children Marillac 
Family Homeless Shelter has found that connecting families 
to Health Care, client driven activities, after-school programs, 
identifying formal and informal supports for the family and 
providing respite are some of the many ways we address 
children experiencing homelessness. In addition, we create 
a Trauma Informed Care Environment through positive 
interactions.

G	 Parents Anonymous(R) - Asking for Help is a Sign of 		
	 Strength(R) 

Julliette Lynch, Project Coordinator Permanency Resource 
Centers, Child Care Coordinating Council of the North Country; 
Peggy Canning, Parents Anonymous(R) certified trainer
						      	
	
Parents Anonymous® Inc. leads a dynamic international 
Network of hundreds of accredited organizations and local 
affiliates that implement quality, evidence based Parents 
Anonymous® Programs for adults, children and youth.  The 
New York team will highlight this unique approach to parent 
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peer support with information about approach, operations and 
results!

Lunch Plenary 
12:45-1:45 pm
Renée Boynton-Jarrett 

Renée Boynton-Jarrett is a practicing primary care pediatrician 
at Boston Medical Center, a social epidemiologist and the 
founding director of the Vital Village Community Engagement 
Network. Through the Vital Village Network, she is supporting 
the development of community-based strategies to promote 
child well-being in three Boston neighborhoods. She joined 
the faculty at Boston University School of Medicine in 2007 
and is currently an Associate Professor of Pediatrics. She 
received her AB from Princeton University, her MD from Yale 
School of Medicine, ScD in Social Epidemiology from Harvard 
School of Public Health, and completed residency in Pediatrics 
at Johns Hopkins Hospital. She is a nationally recognized 
for expertise in the role of early-life adversities as life course 
social determinants of health. She has a specific interest in the 
intersection of community violence, intimate partner violence, 
and child abuse and neglect and neighborhood characteristics 
that influence these patterns. She was honored by the 
Massachusetts Public Health Association with the Paul Revere 
Award for outstanding impact on public health in 2015 and she 
is featured in the signature hour of “The Raising Of America” 
documentary series.

WORKSHOP SESSION  II 
Tuesday, May 9, 2:00-3:30 PM 

A	 Intimate Partner Violence as an Adverse Childhood 	
	 Experience

Bonnie Allen, Domestic Violence Program Administrator, 
NYSOPDV; Agnes Pala Bukhala, NYSOPDV

This workshop will help participants understand childhood 
exposure to Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) as a traumatic and 
adverse childhood experience.  They will learn to recognize IPV 
in the families they work with and will understand the impact 
that IPV has on children’s social, emotional, physical, behavioral 
and cognitive development. Participants will learn skills to help 
children build healthy relationships and attachments

B	 The Effects of Poverty on Families and the 			
	 Correlation to Abuse

Bridget Majka, Director of Programs, Chautauqua County Rural 
Ministry; Kathleen Peterson, Executive Director, Chautauqua 
County Rural Ministry

This workshop will teach a working definition of the word 
poverty enabling participants to understand how different 
aspects of poverty affect families and learn what poverty is 
based on the concepts of social inequity, capital in equity 
and Food/Nutritional inequity. Participants will take part in a 

poverty simulation activity, which will enable them to better 
understand the stress indicator caused by poverty which can 
lead directly to abuse.

C	 Comprehensive Support for a School in the 		
	 Aftermath of a Child Sexual Abuse Scandal

Annie Costello, Director of the Training Institute, NYSPCC	
	
Following a child sexual abuse (CSA) scandal, a school reached 
out for and embraced a comprehensive program designed to 
educate a school community and prevent future occurrences 
of CSA.  This effective ecological model will be reviewed, 
along with skills to help individuals (parents, teachers, staff) 
understand and respond appropriately to CSA, and age 
appropriate materials used to educate children (K-12th grade) 
on recognizing abuse and employing self-protective strategies.

D	 The Power of Parent Partnerships: Part 1

Kara Georgi, Parent Leader, Alliance National Parent Partnership 
Council

The first part of this workshop will focus on what it means to 
have a parent partner.  Tips and ideas will be shared along with 
some gains that happen on both the agency and parent sides. 
We will look at the needs of both sides, barriers that may arise, 
and solutions to these barriers. Scenarios will be provided 
to give participants the opportunity to think directly about 
situations. The first half of the workshop will conclude with a 
reflection activity that will set the stage for the second half of 
the workshop. Part 2 of this institute is open only to those who 
attend part 1.

E	 Home Visiting in NY: Assessing Risk and 			 
	 Strengthening Families 

Kari Siddiqui, Senior Policy Analyst, Schuyler Center for Analysis 
& Advocacy; Marci Rosa, Public Health Solutions

This workshop will detail a discussion by a panel made up of 
representatives from Healthy Families New York (HFNY), Nurse 
Family Partnership (NFP), Parents As Teachers (PAT) and Early 
Head Start (EHS). These are four evidence-based models in New 
York that start prenatally or shortly after birth, and continue 
for 2+ years. Each representative will discuss how and when 
the model assesses for risk, how they define risk, and what 
interventions they use to address the findings. The panel would 
provide participants with an understanding of how various 
home visiting models approach and address risk - at enrollment 
and over time.

F	 I Am Safe: Practical Movements, Mindfulness Tools 	
	 and Creative Techniques for Kids, Caregivers and 		
	 Practitioners to Feel Grounded, Calm and Safe

Kelsey Fox Bennett, Educator & Movement Specialist 
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It’s important to feel confident and at ease when working 
with children who have experienced abuse. In this interactive 
workshop participants will learn hands-on tools and techniques, 
including Educational Kinesiology movements, play and mindful 
awareness, to not only help caregivers and practitioners remain 
calm, grounded and connected, but to also help kids reestablish 
safety in their bodies.

G	 The Magic of Wondering, Engaging Parents as 		
	 Partners

Donna Morrison, Deputy Director, The Guidance Center of 
Westchester 

The basic foundation for working and collaborating with 
families is creating effective relationships. This workshop 
will take participants on a reflective journey onto paths less 
traveled. Participants will become acquainted with the skills of 
observation, self-reflection, and flexible responses.

F	NYSPEP  Parent Educator Credential
	O rientation

Jennie Knox, Credential Coordinator 

The Orientation session details the core competencies, Tier 
system, and specific information about the application, 
submission, and review process. A brief Q&A session allows 
potential applicants to ask questions not covered during the 
presentation.

WORKSHOP SESSION III 
Tuesday, APRIL 9, 3:45- 5:15 PM

A	 Best Practices When Working with LGBT Youth

Derek Villnave, Program Manager, ACR Health Q Center

This workshop will focus on strengthening knowledge of LGBTQ 
health disparities and LGBTQ terminology. It will prioritize 
the creation of a welcoming environment highlighting the 
importance of building systemic and personal change.

B	 Engaging Men and Boys by Understanding and 		
	 Responding to Male Sexual Victimization

Tom Andriola, Chief of Policy and Implementation, New York 
State Division of Criminal Justice Services; NYS; Elizabeth 
Cronin,Director of NYS Office of Victim Services

To stop the cycle of violence against women, it is necessary to 
engage men and boys in understanding the dynamics of such 
violence. But this message ignores the uncomfortable reality that 
men and boys are also victims of sexual violence. Until we attack 
the problem of sexual violence together, it will be difficult to 
engage men and boys in addressing violence against women. This 
workshop will help attendees dispel myths and provide concrete 
suggestions for engaging men and boys in the fight against sexual 
abuse.

C	 The Power of Parent Partnerships: Part 2

Kara Georgi, Parent Leader, Alliance National Parent Partnership 
Council

We will begin by revisiting the reflection activity that closed 
the first half of the workshop. Participants will share from the 
reflection activity and ideas will be charted as they are shared. 
The overview, approach, and value of community cafes will 
be explained. A group activity will allow participants to start 
talking about expanding upon or starting parent partnerships 
within their organizations. Discussion will be moved into 
action, as participants will look to the first steps of partnerships.

D	 Engaging Parents in Planning for Parenting Success

Patricia Jones, Executive Director, Family Service Association; 
Stephani Jones, Director of Childcare Center, Family Service 
Association

This workshop will discuss the use of strength based approaches 
to individualizing each family’s needs and recognizing the 
importance of planning for a family’s success. Participants will be 
provided with techniques to recognize that parenting challenges 
occur, but a positive outcome can still be achieved.

E	 Providing High-Quality Care and Early Learning to 	
	 Prevent Child Abuse

Beth Starks, Early Childhood Teacher Education Coordinator

This workshop will focus on High-Quality Care and Early 
Learning as a way to Prevent Child Abuse. Participants will 
explore the many ways high-quality care is critically important 
to families. Indicators of quality care, the impact of high quality 
care on children and families and the correlation to reducing 
abuse will all be explored. In addition, a review of economic/
workforce stats will be provided to assist participants in the 
understanding of what quality means.

F	 Implementing cross sector population-level 		
	 approaches to reduce child abuse and neglect with 	
	 the Triple P Positive Parenting Program

Courtney Towne, Implementation Consultant, Triple P Positive 
Parenting Program

Positive parent-child relationships can prevent or mitigate the 
risk of child abuse, yet many parents begin the lifetime job of 
raising children unprepared, and the social stigma of seeking 
help prevents many from getting support.  The Triple P – Positive 
Parenting Program (Triple P) is a multi-tiered system of evidence-
based parent education and support that focuses on improving 
family functioning and child outcomes at a population level.  Triple 
P improves parenting practices and child behaviors, and when 
implemented as a public health approach, has been shown to 
reduce substantiated child abuse cases, out-of-home placements, 
and hospitalizations for child maltreatment. Implementing a 
community-wide initiative to provide preventative parenting 
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support in a whole-of-population approach that engages multiple 
stake-holders in the prevention of child abuse and neglect involves 
several key steps that will be discussed in this workshop. Attendees 
will receive tools that can be beneficial in guiding communitywide 
planning for the implementation of a parenting strategy that 
fosters collaboration toward collective impact.  

G	 Advocacy 101: We Need Your Voice Now!

Jenn O’Connor,  Director of Policy and Advocacy; Chris Neitzey, 
Policy Director; Sara Cooper, Grassroots and Policy Coordinator

Are you an advocate? Are you not sure what that means? Or are 
you unsure of why you should be one? If you’ve ever fought for 
something (education equity, a pay increase, a parking spot)-- 
then you are, indeed, an advocate. Would you like to become 
more effective? Learn how to talk to policymakers? Learn how 
to work with the media? Learn how what happens in Albany 
(and in Washington) applies to you? Do you want to make a 
difference? Then attend this session for quick and easy ways to 
get involved! We will help you understand how government 
works, how to message what you want to get across, and how 
to engage others in your cause. It’s fun-- and more important 
now than ever. Please join us.

WORKSHOP SESSION IV 
Wednesday, May 10, 9:00- 10:30 am  

A	 The Value of Child Abuse Prevention in Reducing 		
	 ACEs

Vincent Palusci, MD, Professor of Pediatrics, New York University 
School of Medicine

I This workshop will concentrate on why ACEs are problematic 
and specify child maltreatment prevention activities, which 
have been shown to be successful in ACE reduction. Participants 

will learn how to apply prevention strategies to reduce ACEs 
and the cost-benefit calculations that can financially justify this 
work.  Participants will leave with a deepened understanding 
of the short and long-term value in ACE reduction and the 
improvements in lifelong health that can accrue from child 
maltreatment prevention.

B	 Let’s Make a Difference - Approaches that work! 		
	 Community based Child Abuse Prevention

Tim Hathaway, Executive Director of Prevent Child Abuse New 
York

Can communities really make a difference with child abuse 
prevention? We will explore community change models, 
readiness tools, staffing solutions, local funding approaches 
and strategies for creating lasting change at a community leve

C	 Not My Circus 

Corina Allen, Senior Parent Educator/Family Support Worker, 
Healthy Families Broome County

This workshop is intended to help participants find ways to 
reduce stress by normalizing feelings, sharing stories and 
brainstorming options on how to handle difficult situations.  
Learning to release control over problems that cannot be 
controlled is the basis of this workshop, along with general 
stress reduction techniques .

D	 Suicide Prevention, Bullying and Cyberbullying: 		
	 What Do We Know and What Can We Do?

Garra Llyod-Lester, Associate Director, Suicide Prevention 
Center of New York State (SPCNY)

This workshop will teach participants how to recognize if a 
child or adolescent may be struggling with thoughts of suicide 
and what they can do with those suspicions based on the 
current research around bullying, cyber bullying and suicide. 
Impacts on both the bully and victim will be discussed.

E	 Trauma Informed Leadership, Caring for Those That 	
	 Care: Part 1

Darin Samaha, Director of the Office of Community Services, 
Schenectady County; Margaret Coker, Deputy Director, 
Schenectady County-LGU

 In today’s environment effective leadership requires an 
understanding of trauma informed care. This workshop will 
empower and give workers at all levels the tools, strategies, 
policies and procedures that support the workforce in dealing 
with traumatized individuals and dealing with secondary 
trauma. Part 2 of this institute is open only to those who 
attend part 1.

F	 The Impact of Immigration Policy on Families

TUESDAY  SPECIAL EVENT 

Resilience Film Screening
Tuesday, 5:30- 7:30 PM 

Tim Hathaway, Prevent Child Abuse New York 

Researchers have recently discovered a dangerous biological 
syndrome caused by abuse and neglect during childhood. 
As the new documentary Resilience reveals, toxic stress 
can trigger hormones that wreak havoc on the brains and 
bodies of children, putting them at a greater risk for disease, 
homelessness, prison time, and early death. While the broader 
impacts of poverty worsen the risk, no segment of society 
is immune. Resilience, however, also chronicles the dawn of 
a movement that is determined to fight back. Trailblazers in 
pediatrics, education, and social welfare are using cutting-
edge science and field-tested therapies to protect children 
from the insidious effects of toxic stress—and the dark legacy 
of a childhood that no child would choose.
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Maggie Evans, Executive Director, Agri-Business Child 
Development

In this workshop, Agri-Business Child Development (ABCD) 
staff will discuss the impact of immigration in New York State. 
The goal of this workshop is to relay a better understanding 
to participants of the stress immigration policy can bring 
to the lives of vulnerable immigrant families and children. 
Immigration policy serves as a stressor that can propagate 
abusive situations as well as maltreatment and mental health 
challenges for families. This workshop shares the unique voices 
of families served in our community.

G	 Overview of the Standards of Quality for Family 		
	 Strengthening and Support

Kathleen McGarry, Children and Family Trust Fund Coordinator, 
NYS OCFS; Anna Steinkraus, Program Coordinator, Family and 
Community Development with Cornell Cooperative Extension-
Tompkins County

Participants will learn how standards are designed and used by 
all stakeholders across different kinds of Family Strengthening 
and Family Support programs. These are tools for planning, 
providing, and assessing quality practice. They create a 
common language and expectations in the Family Support and 
Strengthening field, such as Family Resource Centers, home 
visiting programs, and child development programs.

H	 Advocacy 101: We Need Your Voice Now!

Jenn O’Connor,  Director of Policy and Advocacy; Chris Neitzey, 
Policy Director;  Sara Cooper, Grassroots and Policy Coordinator

Are you an advocate? Are you not sure what that means? Or are 
you unsure of why you should be one? If you’ve ever fought for 
something (education equity, a pay increase, a parking spot)-- 
then you are, indeed, an advocate. Would you like to become 
more effective? Learn how to talk to policymakers? Learn how 
to work with the media? Learn how what happens in Albany 
(and in Washington) applies to you? Do you want to make a 
difference? Then attend this session for quick and easy ways to 
get involved! We will help you understand how government 
works, how to message what you want to get across, and how 
to engage others in your cause. It’s fun-- and more important 
now than ever. Please join us.

assessment/evaluation. The information gathered in the 
assessment process helps to facilitate treatment, which focuses 
on stopping the cycle of violence and preventing further 
trauma from happening to these children. The presentation will 
also focus on self care, since many individuals who work in the 
child welfare field have high ACEs scores themselves

B	 Do Programs for Runaway and Homeless Youth 		
	 Actually Work? A Mixed Methods Research Study of 	
	 Program Characteristics and Effectiveness

Marya Gwadz, Clinical Psychologist and Behavioral Scientist, 
NYU;  Jaime Powlovich, Executive Director, Coalition for 
Homeless Youth 

The presentation will walk the participants through a rigorous 
three-year research study we recently conducted in New York 
State to understand whether settings serving runaway and 
homeless youth improve youths’ functioning and outcomes, 
and if so, the mechanisms by which the organizations achieve 
that goal. We will also provide youths’ perspectives on the 
ways that these settings engage and assist them – in their own 
words. The workshop will discuss the study’s implications for 
policy and practice.

C	 Trauma Informed Leadership, Caring for Those That 	
	 Care: Part 2

Darin Samaha, Director of the Office of Community Services, 
Schenectady County;Margaret Coker, Deputy Director, 
Schenectady County-LGU 

Caring for Those Who Care People who work with people 
in distress are at a particularly high risk for developing 
PTSD, compassion fatigue and burnout. This portion of the 
presentation will focus on how to recognize the difference 
between ‘secondary’ trauma and the experience of ‘real’ trauma 
and how incorporating self-care into the framework of their 
lives can help ameliorate toxic stress.

D	 Strategic Planning: using a Community Cafe 		
	 Approach to spark the process: Part 1

Anna Steinkraus, Program Coordinator, Family and Community 
Development with Cornell Cooperative Extension-Tompkins 
County; Elizabeth Wolff, Family & Community Educator, Family 
and Community Development with Cornell Cooperative 
Extension-Tompkins

Using an interactive experiential approach, we will explore the 
use of community cafes as a tool for strategic plan visioning.  
This workshop will discuss the Community Cafe Experience: a 
tool for exploring big picture visioning for strategic planning, 
mapping and using the Family Resource Center/Family 
Strengthening and Support model as a focal point. Part 2 of 
this institute is open only to those who attend part 1.

E	 Creating a Caring Community for Children through 	
	 Leadership and Advo

WORKSHOP SESSION V 
wednesday, May 10, 11: 00 am- 12:30 PM 

A	 Great Expectations: The Effects of Early Childhood 	
	 Trauma

Jennifer Barry, Clinical Coordinator of Special Services, St. 
Catherine’s Center for Children ; Jessica Luquis, Clinical 
Supervisor, St. Catherine’s Center for Children

This presentation will inform the audience about Adverse 
Childhood Experiences and how they can be used in 
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Danielle Asher, Director, Parent Leadership Initiative, Advocacy 
Chair for Winning Beginning NY

This workshop will help parents, caregivers, providers, and 
anyone who cares for children realize their potential to be an 
advocate or resource for others. This workshop will help people 
see their potential to be a voice for children and learn some 
first steps to get started. 

F	 The Quest for Stable Housing in Three Acts

Susan Antos; Senior Staff Attorney, Empire Justice Center;Ray 
Burke, Staff Attorney, Empire Justice Center

This workshop is a review of the proposed Home Stability 
Support Program, current emergency housing rules, and the 
new regulations regarding child care for homeless families. By 
the end of the workshop, participants should understand the 
severity and scope of the homelessness problem in New York 
State, the right of individuals who are in temporary housing, 
the details of a proposal to help alleviate homelessness, and 
the new regulations which expand child care eligibility for 
homeless families.

G	 The Medical to Approach to Physical Abuse and 		
	 Harsh Parenting

Vincent Palusci, MD, Professor of Pediatrics, New York University 
School of Medicine

This workshop will concentrate on the physician’s approach 
when confronted with harsh parenting practices and physical 
injury. We will review patterns of injury associated with physical 
abuse and will describe the concept of harsh parenting and 
its effects on children. We will review anticipatory guidance, 
which can be provided by the medical practitioners to parents 
about discipline and the optimal strategies for parenting based 
on several sources, including research into harsh parenting 
and corporal punishment and other guidance from the 
American Academy of Pediatrics. Participants will leave with a 
deepened understanding of the effects of various parenting 
and discipline strategies and the medical approaches that can 
be recommended.

H	E nough Abuse: Straegies for Your Family and 		
	 Comunity: Social Conditons Module

Britany Eneks, Program Coordinator, Prevent Child Abuse New 
York; Abbi Jordan, Program Coordinator, Prevent Child Abuse 
New York

Join ust to explore social conditons that allow child sexual 
abuse the flourish. Particpants wil learn about common 
strategies used to prevent child sexual abuse that are focused 
on preventing revictimization and how the public health 
strategy offers a way to prevent child sexual abuse before it 
ever happens. Using the public health strategy, this module 
contains interactive activities in the ongoing problem of child 
sexual buse. Finally, participants will have an opportunity to 
learn strategies to help break the social conditions of secrecy 

and how to report suspected abuse.

Luncheon Panel Discusion
12:30-1:45pm

Bias -both implict and explict -and it’s
impact on service delivery.

Particpants to be anounced 

A diverse panel of professionals will share their experiences 
and insights on the impact of bias on supporting strong 
families. Participants will have the opportunity to examine their 
own belief systems and deepen their understanding of how 
their interactions and work with familes is affected. Audience 
members will have the opportunity to participate through a 
question and answer period.

WORKSHOP SESSION VI 
wednesday, May 10, 2:00- 3:30 pm 

A	 Parental Incarceration: Impacts on children, Families 	
	 and Communities

Joan Hunt, Project Director, Greater Hudson Promise 
Neighborhood; Nicole Carney, Program Coordinator, Greater 
Hudson Promise Neighborhood 

The incarceration of a parent or loved one is considered an 
Adverse Childhood Experience. This interactive workshop will 
address incarceration’s impact on children and families and 
the ways in which providers can offer support to this unique 
population in an effort to reduce the trauma and stigma 
associated with this experience.

B	 Parenting with a Purpose: Keeping Children Healthy 	
	 & Safe at Home and in the Community

Frederica McLean, Founder & President, Living Above the 
Disorder

Building relationships with a child(ren) when parents and/
or children have experienced trauma, engage in challenging 
behaviors or have a special need can be very difficult. 
Using humor, interactive conversations and activities, this 
workshop intends to identify symptoms of disorder that can 
impact relationship building. As well as, categorize effective 
vs. ineffective parenting responses during challenging 
behaviors and introduce tools for self-management to add 
to the parenting toolbox that promote and support clarity in 
parenting decisions.

C	 Strategic Planning: Using a Community Cafe 		
	 Approach to Spark the Process: Part 2

Anna Steinkraus, Program Coordinator, Family and Community 
Development with Cornell Cooperative Extension-Tompkins 
County; Elizabeth Wolff, Family & Community Educator, Family 
and Community Development with Cornell Cooperative 
Extension-Tompkins



11Every One. All Chiildren. All OF US NYS CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION CONFERENCE

Using an interactive experiential approach, we will explore the 
use of community cafes as a tool for strategic plan visioning. 
Part 2 will build off of the mapping in Part 1 and discuss the 
standards of quality for family strengthening and support.

D	 Discipline: If Spanking Isn’t Okay, Then What Is?

Shari Doherty, Program Director, Child Find of America, Inc.; 
Aaron Ivchenko, Case Manager, Child Find of America, Inc.

Due to growing evidence, spanking and other forms of 
physical punishment are widely considered to be high-risk 
and unproductive forms of discipline. However, when other 
methods of correcting a child’s challenging behaviors aren’t 
taught, parents may be left without the ability to address 
unwanted behaviors and encourage positive ones. This 
workshop will explore the science on corporal punishment 
and provide information on methods that promote positive 
developmental lessons.

E	 Preconception Care: Healthy Mothers, Healthy 		
	 Babies

Lauren Tobias, Director of Division of Family Health, NYS 
Department of Family Health

More than 50% of all pregnancies are unintended. Planning 
for a family, and ensuring that parents (especially mothers) 
are healthy prior to conception, can increase the chances 
of a healthy birth. Prepared parents are also less likely to 
succumb to the stressors that increase abuse. Find out 
how DOH is investing in preconception care by educating 
physicians about its importance. Learn how communities--
and community leaders-- will become more involved as this 
initiative proceeds.

F	 Child Neglect, A Deeper Look	

Rebecca Butterfield, MD, FAAP, Associate Professor of Pediatrics, 
Albany Medical Center, Section of General Pediatrics

Neglect accounts for over 50% of child abuse reports in NYS 
annually. It is challenging to combat and complicated in the 
variety of impacts it has on the lives of children. A review 
of definitions, underlying causes, and positive prevention 
approaches will be shared in this session.
  
G 	P aid-Family Leave and the Impacts on Family 		
	S tability

Donna Dolan, Executive Director, New York Paid Family Leave 
Coalition; Blue Carreker Campaign Manager, Citizens Action 
Network

New parents and caregivers have often had to choose between 
their paycheck and caring for newborns or seriously ill family 
members. However, starting in January, 2018, millions of New 
Yorkers will be able to take paid time off to bond with a new 
child or support family members with a serious illness because 

of New York state’s new Paid Family Leave program.  The New 
York Paid Leave Coalition and Citizen Action of New York/Public 
Policy and Education Fund will host a panel discussion about 
the details of this new benefit, how it impacts family stability 
and stress, and how service providers can help engage their 
clients around this new program. We will discuss the needs of 
families and how the new Paid Family Leave program integrates 
with strategies to prevent child abuse.



12Every One. All Children.All Of Us NYS CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION CONFERENCE

Registration
Complete the registration online at www.preventchildabuseny.
org. Fill out one registration application for each person 
registering. Conference space is limited, so register early. 
Discounts are available for members of PCANY’s Prevention 
Network (for information about joining the Prevention network 
please visit our website preventchildabuseny.org). 

Registration deadline is  April 28, 2017 at 5:30pm. Conference 
fees are listed on the registration form. Registration fees include 
attendance to workshops, keynote speaker and lunch for your 
selected day(s) of attendance.  Registration fees do not include 
hotel room (see below for hotel information).  To register please 
visit: 
.

Exhibits
Exhibit space for commercial and not-for-profit vendors is 
available at the conference. Call 518-445-1273  ext 100 for pricing 
or to request an exhibitor’s application. Deadline for exhibitor 
registration and payment is April 25, 2017.

CANCELLATIONS
Refunds minus a $50 per person processing fee will be issued 
ONLY for written cancellations postmarked by April 28, 2017. 
No-shows will be billed. No exceptions.

Hotel Information
The Albany Marriott, 189 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12205, 518-
458-844
Conference registration fees do not include hotel rooms. The 
special conference rate is $138 per night for single or double 
rooms. You must book by April 25, 2017 to receive this special 
rate. Be sure to mention your reservation is for the Prevent 
Child Abuse Conference. For tax-exempt payment, you must 
provide the hotel with an exempt certificate and pay with 
the organization’s check or organization’s credit card or cash. 
The link to make a reservation at this hotel is found on the 
conference registration application at preventchildabuseny.org 

Directions
The Albany Marriott is five minutes from the Albany airport and 
20 minutes from the Rensselaer-Albany train station. From north: 
87 S to exit 4, left at Old Wolf Rd., left onto Albany Shaker Rd., 
right onto Wolf Rd. From south: 87 N (NYS Thruway) to exit 24, 
merge with 87 N (Northway) at exit 1N, depart exit 4, right at 
Wolf Rd. From east: 90 W to NYS Thruway at exit B1, depart 87 N 
to exit 4, take right at Wolf Rd. From west: 90 E to exit 24, merge 
with 87 N (Northway) at exit 1N, depart exit 4, turn right at Wolf 
Rd.

Disabilities
It is Prevent Child Abuse New York’s policy to provide 
reasonable accommodations to ensure effective 

communication to individuals with disabilities. If special 
accommodations, auxiliary aid or services are needed, 
please contact Christine Cowieson at ccowieson@
preventchildabuseny.org. Be sure to mention any accessibility 
needs when making hotel reservations.

conference faq
In an effort to assist you with planning for the conference, 
answers to commonly asked questions are included below. 

What should I wear during the conference?
Dress is casual. We advise participants to dress in layers 
and bring a sweater with you for the workshop sessions. 
Temperatures throughout the hotel fluctuate. Some rooms 
are warm while others are chilly. We do our best to work with 
Marriott staff to maximize comfort for everyone, but please be 
advised that room temperature is not always in our control.

Will there be Internet access available for participants?
Conference participants who stay overnight can enjoy 
complimentary Internet access in the hotel lobby and lounge 
and in overnight rooms. If you are not staying overnight, the 
front desk staff will provide you with a code to obtain wireless 
internet access. This service is not available in the conference 
area. However, the Conference CyberCafe, located in the 
registration area, will be available to all participants.

Are there meal options for participants with dietary 
restrictions?
The majority of the meals are buffet style and include 
vegetarian options. Wednesday is a plated meal (everyone is 
served the same meal), but the chef is happy to accommodate 
dietary restrictions such as vegetarian, diabetic, kosher, etc. If 
you have dietary restrictions please make sure to check off the 
appropriate box under meals on the registration form. If you 
are in need of a special meal during the conference, please 
let any Marriott server know and they will be happy to help 
you. You may also ask at the conference registration desk for 
assistance.

Is there transportation available to and from the hotel?
You may contact the Albany Marriott at 518-458-8444 to 
arrange for a pick-up or drop off, or to find out if there are 
planned times for a shuttle to and from the train station. 

Why is there a 30-minute break in between workshop 
sessions?
This time is given to allow for networking, visiting the exhibit 
booths and refreshment breaks. It also allows time for 
conference staff to set-up and prepare for the next workshop 
session. This gives us adequate time to address issues that 
may arise without causing participants to lose out on valuable 
learning time.

Conference details
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plenary speakers:

	 u	 Renée Boynton-Jarrett, MD
	 u	 Luncheon Panel Discussion
plus:

	 u	 45 training and skills-building workshops and in-depth institutes
	 u	 Non-profit and commercial exhibits
	 u	 Networking opportunities
	 u	 Relaxation, renewal and rejuvenation
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