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July 17, 2018

RE:  HHS–OS–2018–0008, Proposed Rule for Compliance With Statutory Program Integrity Requirements 

Dear Secretary Azar, Senior Advisor Huber, and Deputy Assistant Secretary Foley:

Prevent Child Abuse New York (PCANY) submits these comments in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (the Department’s) proposed rule entitled Compliance with Statutory Program Integrity Requirements, which was published in the Federal Register on June 1, 2018.[footnoteRef:1] The proposed rule would significantly and detrimentally alter the Title X Family Planning Program (Title X), which has provided vital sexual and reproductive health services to people across the country for more than 40 years. Each year, Title X provides services to 306,070 people in New York.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Compliance With Statutory Program Integrity Requirements, 83 Fed. Reg. 25,502 (proposed Jun. 1, 2018) (to be codified at 42 C.F.R. pt. 59). ]  [2:  The National Family Planning and Reproductive Health Association. The Title X Program in New York. Retrieved from: https://www.nationalfamilyplanning.org/file/impact-maps-2017/NY.pdf.] 


PCANY’s mission is to help provide a healthy, happy childhood to all children. Unfortunately, about 65,000 children are abused or neglected every year in our State, enough to fill Madison Square Garden more than three times. PCANY supports a number of prevention efforts and programs, including those that strengthen families like maternal, infant, and early childhood home visiting; child care; and training in trauma-informed practice.

While a number of successful interventions like those noted here exist to help prevent abuse and neglect, they occur following the birth of a child and are just that—interventions. We propose starting earlier, by supporting abuse prevention strategies during the preconception period.

The rate of unintended pregnancies has declined nationally to the lowest level in 30 years, thanks to changes in contraceptive use (i.e. increased appropriate use and use of longer-term options).[footnoteRef:3] Still, 55 percent of pregnancies in New York State are unplanned, higher than the national average of 45 percent.[footnoteRef:4] And 26.7 percent of all births in the State are unintended (the other unplanned pregnancies end in miscarriage, stillbirth, or termination).[footnoteRef:5]  [3:  “Protecting and Expanding Access to Birth Control”. (March 3, 2016). New England Journal of Medicine.]  [4:  “Fact Sheet”. (September 2016). Guttmacher Institute.]  [5:  NYS Department of Health 2011 Vital Statistics Data (as of December 2012). ] 


Unplanned pregnancies often become unwanted births. Research shows that two of the 20 early warning signs of child abuse pertain to unwantedness.[footnoteRef:6] While we can—and should—help strengthen families in this situation, we should also support additional options.     [6:  Altemeier et al., “Prediction of Child Abuse: A Prospective Study on Feasibility”. (1984). Child Abuse and Neglect. 8:393-400.] 


Preconception health and health care is defined by the CDC as “taking steps now to protect the health of a baby in the future. However, preconception health is important for all women and men, whether or not they plan to have a baby one day.” At its most basic, preconception health means taking control and implementing healthy habits. It means preparing for a child, both physically and emotionally. This preparation is essential to preventing abuse.

Therefore, PCANY supports increased access to reproductive health care and family planning—and opposes this proposed rule, which would limit such access. We also fear that decreasing access to reproductive/family planning services will result in a decrease in access to all health services currently provided—such as cancer screens. In the simplest terms, a healthy mother equals a healthy baby; we should be doing everything in our power to ensure the health of women (and men) so that they can create strong families.

Sincerely,

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
Tim Hathaway, ED
Prevent Child Abuse new York 
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